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A PRAYER FOR LIGHT.

Lord God of peace nnd war,
Thy presence we Implore!

Descend frotn heights afar
And lead us as of yore!

The. nations stagger, blind
And perishing In night;

O let uh once more llnd
The long delaying light!

Deal Rcntly with our sin.
Deal gently with our gilef,

Thou Who has shut us In
This plane of unbelief:

Thou Who hast spread a veil
Before our mortal eyes.

So that earth's noblest fall
Thy way to recognize!

Thy pity we Invoke
Upon our darkness here;

O lift the battle smoke
And let Thy light appear!

M. Boiler.

A Good Veto.

Governor Whitman lias blocked by
bla veto tlio fifth consecutive attempt
of the trolley Interests to take pos-

session of the Albany Hist ronil In
the Westchester towns of Osslniiic,
Mount Pleasant and Greenburs. For!
many years the Burns law has pro
tected this historic highway against
invasion. There have been repeated
efforts to repeal the Burns law and
thus permit the laying of trucks In
this narrowest part of the pot
road, to the practical destruction of
that great usefulness its n thorough-
fare which It now possesses.

Year after year Tin: Sun has called
attention to the sinister projects of
the road grnbliers. ami ye.ir after
year the scheme of destruction has
been defeated either in the Legisla-

ture or by the Executive.
We congratulate Governor Whit-

man on the accurate perception of
public duty which inspired his veto
of the pernicious Slater bill and upon
nis mi periormance nt i ni duty, i

- .'.ti.. i .... ..ii i .i. . mi . Vi.lie uus.1" unit' .1 in i I'll mi; iijii in iiir
by merely withholding his signature
n little while longer, for after mid-

night measures still unap-

proved by the Executive perish with-
out his action. But the Governor
chose to dispose of the matter openly
by veto, nnd he should have full
credit for a public service thus man-
fully rendered.

Kitchener and French.
Whatever changes may occur In the

British Cabinet Sir .Ioiin 1'klniii
is not likely to be superseded as com
mander of the troops in I'tnnn- - by
Lord KiTciir.Nin. Each W in t tie right
place. Kitcih.nkr Is organizing ar-

mies for victory with ch.ir.iclerlstlc
energy, and Frkncii supplies the tne.
(leal skill In the Held in perfect co-

ordination with that great Frenchniau
Josi'Pit Jnti-RE- .

There should be no controversy
about the comparative merits of
French and Kncm.NHt as soldiers
because the British General ut the
front has done his difficult work ad-

mirably. If a vote could be taken
in the army It would lie practically
unanimous against a change of com-

manders. If General .Iofhu: and his
able lieutenants I'aii ami Manoi'iiy
were consulted they would doubtless
declure their strong faith In Sir John
Frfnch and express their profound
esteem for him ns nn associate.

As General In command, diplomat
nnd comrade Sir John Fki.nch'h
r.klll. tnct nnd democratic ways have
proved the wisdom of his selection.
The South African war was not h

great conflict, but it is no reflection
upon Kin ii k.n i n, whose system of
blockhouses and drives ended it, to
say that the most brilliant successes
in the field were largely due to the
genius of Sir John Frkncii as a cav-

alry commander. He made no mis-
takes, and often with a small force
he beat the liners at their own game.
His dashes upon Klmherley and

his victory nt Elaiidslnagte
nnd his strategy at the railway cen-

tre of Coleslnirg, nil showing sound
Initiative and rapidity of execution,
won 1) t til n place beside Sionbwai.1,
Jackson, a soldier whom Khk.mui
humbly admlnil. It will be remem-
bered that the cavalry saved tho Brit
Isti army la the fi;!riitl!il retreat on j

Mons. "I never bad In n't real," Von
Moltkk once said, "that is the true!
test of generalship,"

Blwe Mons rncven hns often taken
the offensive with telling effect, not

only In the great drive that forced
the Germans to retreat from Menus
but nt La Hassee, N'curc Chnpclle nnd
Yprps. In short, It Is the French of
the Hoer war who Is commanding the
British nrmy on the far larger singe
In Flanders, and the German General
Staff neither outwits nor outllgbts

I ii. It would be risking disaster If
the Government at home were to take
the command out of the hands of Sir
John Fiir.Ncit nnd make him subor-

dinate to Lord KiTCHF.Nr.R, who has
had no time to study the intricate
strategy of the campaign nnd does not
know the terrain half as well as the
other man. Which Is doing tho more
valuable work In the war may be a
question, but we hnve no doubt that
KtTciiKNF.R of Khartoum Is great
enough to Insist that Sir John French
shall not be disturbed In the su-

preme command In France.

The Lovely East Adriatic Coast.
The entrance of the southern Eu-

ropean States Into the war promises
to make au active scene of opera-
tions of the east Adriatic coast that
has so far been scarcely more thnn
the background of the great strife.
This western fringe of the Balkan
peninsula with Its harbors and strong
strategic vantage points has long been

contention between Austrian and
Italian diplomatist and the goal to-

ward which Serb ambition has strug-
gled for a window on the sea.

The Austrian Ueet operating from
Pola has been zealously guarding this
treasure of the Oual Monarchy, mak-

ing now and then a dash Into Antl-vn- rl

and then bombarding the neigh-

boring black mountains while the
British and French In their effort to
succor their diminutive Montenegrin
ttlly have tried to force their way
through the Bocche of Cattaro. But
the romantic beauties of clusters of
Islands, the medliuval charms of the
towns and the fascinating remains
of the splendors of Home's declining
days nnd of the freshness and vigor
of the Venetian Republic have been
undisturbed.

Perhaps nowhere else can these
two Interesting periods be studied to
such an advantage: and as the coast
has been somewhat on the byway of
travel nnd the world has Just begun

to know It, may it remain undis-
turbed. Its treasured uudetlletl by
war's ravages.

There are few more beautiful bod
ies of waters than the Bocche of
Cattaro or quainter towns thnn those
the Venetians built or embellished
with their art nt the foot of the rug-

ged confining mountain tloies. It was
nt Sp.ilalo that IUoclktian built his
great rambling palace nnd where was
the original tomb of the Emperor.
At SCara Is the church of San Donato,

tne pavmcnt of tnc 01.1

Roman forum. At Durnito a great
straggling wall that It took years to
build climbs tho hills to a crowning
Venetian citadel, and marking out
an area ten times greater than the
present town are the remains of Its
undent Roman wall. Ragusa, built
solidly to last forever and remain-
ing much as the Venetians left it, was
mire the stronghold of the Adriatic,
but now its massive walls challenge
the marksmen of the modern battle-
ship. And what a target would be

the old Roman amphitheatre on the
hill Mope of Pola Just above the top-

masts of the Austrian ships!
Whatever the result of the war,

the status of tho coast will be ma
terially affected. A Teutonic victory
would menu the shutting off of Ser
bla from her coveted Adriatic out-

let, the strengthening of Austria's
hold on Pnlnintla and Bosnia and
tho fortifying of her position as an
arbiter of the future of unfortunnte
Albania. Rome retried some time
nco as one of the preliminaries of
Italy's entrance iuto the wur an un-

derstanding with Serbia as to the
division of this coast. How far the
ambitions of both of these nations
extend as regards Halinatla Is not
known: but It Is beyond u question
that Serbia will demand Ragusa,
which iu spite of the many years
since a Serb monarch ruled there Is

still to her the "South Slavic Ath
ens," nnd a strip further south to

let her sister Serb State of Monte-

negro out of her blnck mountains.
And Itnly must find herself dominant
Iu Albania, secure, If not in posses-

sion, at least In the actual control of

the Important harbors of Durnzzo
ami Avlona.

But whatever the exactions of war,
may fnte deal kindly with this In-

teresting, beautiful coast. Its long

troubled people nnd its treasures.

Operatic Education.

The participation of Italy In the
European war may iifTect this coun-

try In numerous ways, and New York
city In one of which posslhly little
thought has been taken. We may
have to face some unwelcome changes
In the plans of the Metropolitan Opera

Iiium! directors. This would be un-

fortunate, since so much effort nnd
ingenuity Were used to give us an ex-

cellent season of opera In the past
winter. But If anything should chance
to make the performance of operas
In Italian too difficult, we may com-

fort ourselves with the thought that
mot of the German singers nro to
leiiinln here nil summer, nnd thnt
German opera can stIU give as ar-

tistic pleasure.
Perhaps a contraction of the lines

on which our snasons nre customarily
plnnned may provide n field for n

demonstration of the educational
value of previous operatic activities.
Wo have heard a great deal about the
educational influence of opern, but no
one of the preachers of this doctrine
has yet told us what this educational
li.lliieni'p nccomplWhos. I'p to the

'present time It has not even educated
us to like opern, nnd yet that is all
that disinterested observers have be
lieved It ever could accomplish.

If the jieoplo of this country, who

have been coaxed, cajoled and ven
scolded to make them go to hear
operas, havo refused to support tho
lyric dramn In Boston, Phllndelphln
nnd Chlcngo, nnd hnve with brilliant
enthusiasm turned their backs on it
In New York when It wan offered to
them nt low prices nnd in their own
language, it must be admitted that
the various educational campaigns
have been lamentable failures. The
revelations about the affairs of the
defunct Century Opera Company,
which was created for the purpose
of supplying a supposedly enormous
demand on the pnrt of persons of mod-crat- e

means, prove that there was
no such demand nt all.

The truth may be that the clamor
for more opera Is made by a very
small number of people shouting In
concert nnd consequently making a
large noise. It Is a rather sad com-
mentary on their sincerity thnt there
were Just forty-si- x season subscrib-
ers to whom the Century Opera Com-
pany found Itself Indebted when It
went out of business.

Unfortunately opern Is Inextricably
woven Into the fabric of social life.
It has been so ever since It originated
in the festival lyric dramas of the
courts of Mnntua and Florence. When
It could no longer be kept from the
public nnd Issued Into the'open with
the first performance at the Teatro
San Cnsslnno In Venice, the aristoc-
racy easily found n way to perpetu-
ate a simulation of the delusiveness
which It so long possessed. The pri-

vate box solved the problem, nnd the
box Is the financial backbone of opera
to this day.

The educational schemes cannot
touch this part of the operatic cosmos.
If the box declares for opera of any
kind rather than of no kind next win-
ter, wo shall assuredly have a season.
So let us be of good courage. There
are many Italian opera singers In this
country. If De Lucca, the greatest
barytone now In Italy, cannot come,
we have our Amato nnd our Scorn,
nnd no one will hnve to try to edu-
cate us to enjoy bearing them.

The Tig Iron Poet.
For years nobody, not even the Hon.

J. Byron Klmoke. the Bard of Alamo
nnd the glory of Indiana, has quite
consoled the lovers of true American

oetry for the loss of .1. Gordon
Coooler. South Carolina's sweetest
minstrel. At last from Pennsylvania!!
Allentown. a capital of pig Iron, speeds
the voice of gold and sugar. "The
Pathos of Song nnd Other Poems." i

by GtOROE Kf.i.lf.b De sighs I

ain! sings before us; if 'kc mourn
Coooi.kr It is with only a softened
regret. Here Is the old, homely, hu-
man, Cooglerlan note:
"Our utmost skill we both did try
To catch the Hitting butterfly.
Bald bumblebees that had no stlnx
We held within our hand to sing.

"Grasshoppers we did make them chew
And spiders make them spider too.
We clung unto the grapevine swing.
With childish glee did shout and slnr
"We waded In the shallow stream
Whose murmur mingled with oir scream,
We watched the minnows darting fast.
The tadpoles slowly paddling past."

We never ran across any etlngless
bumblebees, uliereas not a few of I

thne stlncful yellow breeclie.1 iilillos. I

opiiers nssalle.1 our preen unknowing
youth: but no doubt they sang glees
with Mr. Dr. Lonu, whose tine poem
quoted uho e lias a Marl lan u.e,- -

ody, something of tho madrigals to tho
shallow rivers' fulls. In "The Ship
Success" we find not only noble sen-

timents but a stately style:
"Awake ! oh, soul awake !

How long will jou concede
Through hibernating sleep?

Arouse yourself nnd shake
The shackles from your feet

That you Ignored do keep.

"A stately stle acquire,
The family raise,

So shape jour ev'ry years
That friends will jou admire

And rals.6 their voice In praise
With their regards sincere."

Ills patriotism is fervent. Hear
him hail his native land:

"Great Is thy domain
Heeded by sovereigns afar.

Sweet thy fond refrain
Since thy Monroe dared to bar."

in the "Launching Lay" of the bat-
tleship Iiulslnna (11)01) the mefo
has the soft susurrus of the waves:

Hod of our chastity
Ply not In vain ;

Neath thy grave battery
Teace ever reign."

Unlike too many of the choir,
Is a Dry :

"What a contrast there Is twlxt a foun-
tain ot bliss

And a beer saloon of woe;
While the one gives relief and the other

gives grief
To the ones who thither go "

Pound and kind In his ethics, Rober
Ii bis pace, an excellent family
Pegasus.

A Welcome Rail) feat.
Tho adoption of white Tiihber

coats to protect the police of the
trnflle force on rainy days Is one of
tho most commendable Improvements
recently made by the I'nllce Depart-
ment. Tho purpose of tho white
rnln coat Is to enahle people to see
the jHillccmuii, who might otherwise
be mistaken for a street cleaner or
even a messenger hoy. It Is an ex-

cellent Idea, for It Is nt nil times
desirable that people moving through
the streets should he nble to see tho
trnflle police.

It is especially necessity that thoe
who are about to cross streets nt
such danger spots as Hroadway nnd
Forty-fourt- h street, Itrondway and
Thirty-fourt- h street, Fifth nvenue
and Forty-secon- d street, and the same
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nvenue at Thirty-fourt- h street, should
know Just where to find the tratllc
policeman who Is directing thu
movement of vehicles at the point.
If the unwary pedestrian, does not
keep his eyes on tho officer and also
on the motor cars, hp may find him-

self run down by some law abiding
chauffeur who Is doing Just what the
ofllcer has bid him do.

The prnctlce of Ignoring the
on the crossing continues.

Protest hns been mnde agnlust the
system of handling trnfflc which

Includes n relegation of tho
walking citizen to the category of
public nulsnnces; but no attention
hns been accorded to the complnlnt.
Here uud there Individual policemen
assume the responsibility of taking
care of the people who are trying
to cross the street and of waiting
till they are out of the way before
starting vehicles.

But the fact still remulns that
many policemen deliberately look
over the heads of the pedestrians
who nre crossing nnd signal vehicles
to move when many walkers are
not five feet from the front of the
enrs and from ten to twenty feet
away from the sidewalk. The atti-
tude of these policemen shows plain-
ly that they do not regard them-

selves as responsible for the protec-

tion of the walking public. Their
business Is to direct vehicles: foot
passengers must look out for them-

selves. So let us all be thankful for
the white rnln coats. In stormy
wenther we shall be better able to
guard ourselves against the dangers
of the traffic system.

Tho Right Hon. Arthur J. Baltocr
would have to make a great sacrifice
If ho accepted an appointment as First
Lord of the Admiralty: he would not
be able to devote so much of his time
to golf and tenntfl. If the chief con-

sideration In selecting a man to suc-
ceed Mr. Churchill in that he rhi'A
have more respect for the professional
knowledge of Lord Fisher, Mr. Bal-fo-

is certainly eligible.

Tho U'.shop of London, who refuses
to consider applications for ordination
from men physically able to fight at
the front, must be of the same mar-
tial stamp as Bishop I.konidas I'olk,
who put on the uniform of a Major-Oener- nl

at the request of .iF.rnsRsoN
Davis to fight for the Southern Con-

federacy. However. It must be re-

membered that the good Ulshop was a
graduate of West Point.

KiiMurt "de r for 52.000 freight cars
f til l ft (ii lilt; wiihvu n .nnn in iiiuiu

significant than a victory of tlio Teu- -

tonlc MlM on tho Pan or the fact
that they hold about 1.000,000 Russian
prisoners.

If Provost Smith's only reason for
opposing coeducation nt the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Is that "some of
the present women students seem
more Interested In the male students
than In acquiring knowledge" he must
have overlooked forac cases of reci-
procity among the young men.

Diplomatic Syntax Again.
To the Kditor or The Sun Sir: In

The Sun of May 21 "J. E. S." dlscusees
"the use of plural verbs and pronouns
In conjunction with the term 'German
Imperial Government' In President Wil-

son's recent note to Germany."
"J. rj. S." defends this use and finds

It correct, differing with the correspon
dent of The Si'.v who In your Isue of
May 19 found the use Incorrect.

The headlines which you have given
tn 'he letter from "J. K. S." are; "Mr.

vll,on-- Diplomatic Syntax Somewhat
Sophlstlcally Defended."

In truth the defence Is ophlstlcal to
a degree. I think that the true explana- -
,on (1 much impn nmJ rPar(,r nind
tnan that given by "J. c s " The de- -

tails of the preparation of the I'resi- -

dent's recent note have been widely dis-
cussed in the papers. They have told
that the note represented his own. prac-
tically unaided, effort ; that It w-- sub-
mitted to the Cabinet only when It was
substantially In its final form, and that
such advice ns ho sought In Its prepara-
tion was confined entirely to the ques-
tion of seeing that it conformed In
phraseology 'to diplomatic usage. Sev-
eral Now York papers mentioned Mr.
Lansing as having had a hand In this
part of the work, and ono New York
paper mentions Mr. Adee as having
assisted In this espo"t.

One fairly wsli established form of
diplomatic corrfj-pondeuc- so far as the
Ilrltlsh Government Is roncerned, Is to
uec the plural verb and pronoun with
the designation "His Majesty's Govern-
ment." Kor Instance, the statement
given out by the Ilrltlsh Foreign Office
on the evening of May 20 uscti this form
throughout, as in the following: "Hla
Majesty's Government feel satisfied that
undue Interference cannot with leason
be Imputed to them "

This practice of the Hrltlsh Foreign
Ofilee Is perhaps not peculiar to diplo-
matic correspondence, for It Is a common
custom of English solicitors, and for
all I know of other F.ngllsh proffsslonal
men nnd business men. to use thn plural
verb nnd pronoun with such words ns
"company." which we In this country
almost Invariably use with the singular
verb and pronoun.

May It not be then that the ue of the
plural verh nnd pronoun In Mr. Wilson's
not,' wiim the result of au effort to con-
form to what was supposed to be the
elegant requirement of the rase with-
out fully appreciating the fact that there
Is perhaps no particular diplomatic

In the use of this form?
The vases pointed out by "J. E. S."

In which In Mr. Wilson's note there
waR a departure from this form nro
probably most simply explained as over-
sights on the part of whomsoever revised
the note; or If not ovei sights, then as
the ieult of an Insiitllclent familiarity
with the form to make lis carrying out
In detail a matter of course requiring
no epeclaj mental effort.

Hevrt H Ward.
Washinotom, D. C, May 22.

THE UN TERRIFIED RHYME-STER- .

Cne and Kffeet.
When King Sing Is made over nsw,

Sports, comforts, bracing air.
I know some things I think I'll do,

In hopes of anlnc thers.

To the nonrd of Health,
I havo no auto, for I wten

My dollars are too fsw,
13ut I ran breaths In caaolene

All up Fifth avenue,

Aendemle nnd Institutional,
I'm neither an

Nor a don of the humbler grads,
Who stands 'neath the glorious portal

And boosts the masquerade.
I Just look nn and chortle

To see how greatness Is msde.
lurrm.D oiboihs.

SOAP'S DIETARY STANDING.
Now Jersey Law Proceedings of a

Novel and Interesting Kind.

Now Jersey matrimonial Infelicities
as revculed by recent court pro-
ceedings seem to have lnrgely hinged
on culinary controversies, Tho cases
of Mr, and Mrs. Ernest Russell Rog-
ers and Mr. and Mrs. William Maldl
arc In point.

Mrs. Rogers sets up as a defence
to her husband's suit for divorce that
he flatly refused to serve roast tur-
key on tho very first New Year's
Evo after tholr marriage. Mr. Rogers
counters with the allegation that his
wife deluged his midst with kidney
stew, and he cites no less than three
Instances of kidney stew assaults on
his Insldcs within a single week. He
does not allege any personal aversion
to kidney stew as such. What he ob-

jects to apparently Li being drenched,
submerged, drowned In kidney stew.
This case being still before the court,
presided over by Ste-
vens, the proprieties permit nothing
further than this baru statement of
facts alleged.

The fried soap litigation between
Mr. and Mrs. Maldt, having been tem-
porarily at least put out of court by
Recorder Medina, Is more open to
dlscuss'.un. Mr. Maldt appeared before
the learned Recorder accompanied by
several ttupjacks and tno pork chops.
These, ho averred, had bwi cooked for
his consumption by Mrs. Maldt and
had been cooked by her in soap. Mrs.
Maldt fcets up In answer that Mr.
Maldt nulled down the dining table
and chairs to tho tloor and committed
other acts Indicative of a frantic and
tumultuous state of mind. Whether
It will be urged in Mr. M.Udt's behalf
that a. man with a case of soap diet
dyspepsia comes within the purview
of indulgence accorded to brainstorm
sufferers Is of course for learned
coumel to determine. Mr Maldt him-
self makes no such plea. He takes
his stand squarely on the tlupjack-por- k

chop exhibit nnd there rests.
With all submission we venturo the

suggestion that, notwithstanding this
tood exhibit, Mr. Maldt's complaint
Is deficient In specification. O.' course
there Is soap and soap. What kind
of soap did Mrs. Maldt use In her
cooking? This Mr. Maldt wholly falls
to Indicate. For all the record reveals,
It may have been any one of the
Infinite varieties In the wide range I

from the daintily perfumed creations
of Parisian soap studios to the plain
but efficient toft soap made by thu
hands of our hardy pioneer grand-
mothers. If Mr. Maldt puts himself
on record ns objecting to food cooked
in good American home made soft
soap, an enlightened Jury of Jersey
agriculturists is entitled to know the
fact. If his objection Is to French
kickshaws in soap cookery, that too
should bo made clear.

It would be yellow to attempt to
prejudice Mr. Maldt's case by any ap
peal to American soft soap sentiment.
To be sure the domestic manufacture
of soft soap may stir tender remi-
niscences In the American mind. The
finished product is still In more or
lens extensive use In tho remoter
parts of the country. Its use, wholly
In the literal and not in the figurative
sene. Is felt by political campaigners
in these regions to be a distinct force
111 bringing them into closo touch
with the plain peqple. Mr. Bryan, In
his brusque, hearty way, always asked
for It when he went to the tin wash
bnsln nn the bench by the back door
of the farmhouse where he happened
to lodge on his political tours. The
more suave Mr. Fairbanks under slm- -
liar circumstances would dcprecatlngly
turn his back on the effete yellow bar
of modern laundry soap and gently
express his preference for the soft
soap of the masses.

NIETZSCHE.
His Severity to (,erninny nnd TIN

Admiration of France.
To the Editor or The Sr sir.- T

would like to have sumo one explain to
mo the ermlns Incongruity Involved In
tho popularity of Nietzsche's tmnks in
Germany when tnoM- - books rnntiln si
many scathing erltl' Isms of the Giitnan
people The following Is one of many
of a like nature. In "The Case of Wag-
ner" he says :

Efn at th? present day Krinc is
still tho refue of tho mnn tntrlloctusl
anil retlned culture In lluropo. It remains
tho hlrh school of tnsto, but ono must
know whoro to tl nil thli Frinc of t.iMe

Tlio .V,rf fri'it fitittttf. for lnt:ini'o,
or whoever rxprrssm his sontlmrnt Iti thntppr. thinks that tho Trench .ire

.s for me, tf I ha I to llu.l tho
tilarkr.t spot on earth, nhere siies HII
require. I to he liberate), I shou.. mm In
tho illreetlnn of northern ileniiatr Ut
this rr.inco of Intellect. hUh is .il.i the
Trance of ;tei.slnilsm, Schopenhauer Is

much more at home than he ever
a In lierinany. Ills prlmlp.il work has

alreaily been translate,! twice, ami the
se! on l time nn excellently that now I

prefer to renil Cehopenh.mer In French
Ho was an nciMent umonc Hermans, Just
as I am. The Hermans havo no flncers
wherewith to grasp us, they haven't any
nnsers at all. but only flaws!

This treatment must have been very
offensive to the Germans Hut It was
offset by numerous iat-.igi.- s in "Tmis
Spake Zarnthuslra," which could be do.
scribed only as an apotheosis of war.

C. G. Itstmows.
MANHnn.n Centre, Conn., May 21.

New York's FffecllTe Strict SUna.
To tub nniTOR or Tin Srs Sir: Th

new street aliens Institle.I no! long nco on
he prominent thoroughfares, moh as Madl-
son avenue, sixth avenue ami I'entr.il
Park Wesi. whbih have been ilei'rlbed as
the last word In street slrna by Assistant
Commissioner of I'ubtle Works I'aterson.
have now been In service- long enough to
Justify all the goo.l things that were iM
of them before they wero placed In ser-
vice. It I. Just such little Improvements
which servo to make this city one of the
foremost In the world, ami It Is hoped
that the Department of rub le Works will
nut cease Its efforts until signs of the new
moist havo been placed on every 1m
portant thorouKhfare

Less ihnn ten sears ago New York was
far behind other eltle, ilnmestlc and

1n the mailer of street signs.
Residents and visitors often complained
that they experienced great troubl In
finding obscure streets and avenues be-

cause street signs were missing. Of lata
yenrs, however, this city has mnde rapid
st rM e 111 the Improvement of Its street
signs The resull of these effort Is the
adoption anil erection of tho most effec.
tlve street Hljns that New York lias ever
had

rteeause of the arrangement of tho street
and avenue on one lgn It Is now possible
to tell at one glance Just where you are.
Under the old arrangement It waa neces.
ary to read both the street and ave-

nue sides of the sign before you could
get your bearings Not only are the signs
handy for pedestrians, but they are con-
venient for those who travel in cars,
aulas Ac. And the ,'ait must not be over,
looked when summing up tho good points
nt the new stuns that they are much
cheaper thnn their predecessors. Tho ol
signs cost the city 11 each, while the new
signs rost 18.76 each, That's worth con-
sidering, 1). I W.

:iaw York, May II.

ANON, SIR, ANON.

An Old Friend Welcomed and a Mys-

terious Phrase Elucidated.
To the Bditoii or THE SUN Sir." In

The Sun of April 25 Is a letter signed
"Anon," on "milling through tils hat."
I was surprised and delighted to learn
that dear old "Anon" Is still with us.
He has always been one of our most
prolific, writers and I feared that he
had "cashed In." He must be well along
In yearn, and I wish, right here, to ex-

tend to him the assurances of my dis-
tinguished consideration and respect.
I am something of a newspaper writer
myself and my name Is well known to
all readers, t am glad, therefore, to be
In a position to answer "Anon's" In-

teresting question.
How can a man "talk .through his

hat" when he has It on his head? lis
oan't nnd he doesn't. When he talkj
through his hat he has It In his hand.
We can all remember occasions when
ne have been called Into the parental
presence to explain some unfortunate
occurrence. Without warning we are
called upon to explain the Inexplicable,
to dellno the Indefinite and to unscrew
the Inscrutable. There Is no use try-
ing to llo out of it. That would only
bring added penalties. We are cast
down: we hesitate: the pattern of the
carpet Interests us as never before ; wfJ
give unintelligible answers to the par-
ental questions. Suddenly there Is a
command: "Hold your head up and take
your linger out of your mouth and speak
so that I can hear you."

nut the old man himself has tils bad
spells as well as the kids. He Is look-
ing for a Job, asking for a raise In
wages, trying to account far a shortage
In the cash or to explain to the Judge
hem- ha came to be dancing the tano
to his own vocil "Tlpperary" at 1

A. M. Iu Square He Is Just
In the nana "fix" an the kid was Hat
In hand he looks Into It or upon the
floor, mumbles something, holds .Ms hat
to his forehead, his nose or his chin,
when hla Inquisitor admonishes him
sharply. "Hold up your head, speak out,
talk to m straight and not through
your hat"

The e.ence of "talking through one's
hat" Is not as stated In the Slang Dic-
tionary, but It grone out of the ter-
rible diniculty of the situation In which
the talker finds hlmrelf No better
Illustration can b cited of talking
through one's hat than the explanation
of JoiKjh Surface In the ".School for
Scandal" for Lady Teaslc's prenenco be-

hind the screen. He lied out of It the
best he could on short notice, nnd when
Sir J'rtrr turned to his wife for

she answered : "Not one word
of It." Joseph "talked through his hat "

So when an explanation doesn't ex-

plain, the definition doesn't define anil
the Inscrutable will not unscrew, let us
sympathize with the poor dell who Is
doing his level best under the hard con-
ditions In which he finds himself. He
Is making a poor tut of it. He i "talk-
ing through his hat."

I'r.o Bono Publico.
San Francisco, Oal . May 17.

Poljgamy nnd Votes for Women in
Utah.

To the notTon or THU Sun Sir: Mrs.
Mabel Heecher Brewster In her letter In
The SfN of esterd.y did not seem to
be thoroughly Informed In regard to thu
connection of woman suffrage with
polygamy In Utah. Sho apparently does
not know that woman suffrage existed
In Utah when It was a Territory, and
was repealed by Congress.

I.eck III his "Demtn.iacy ind Lib-
erty." Now York. I'JOS, pages Si5-i- ,
says : "It Is Impossible, however, to ovev-loo- k

tho curious and significant fact
that the Mormons were the first, or al-

most the first, to give the political e

to women; that female suffrage
txlst.'il among tnem fur many years;

that it so to by Are underwriters by others,
that Its abolition by Congress all under definite con-wa- s

cup of the suppressing of as to
thnt system."

He further says: "Woman suffrage
existed In t'tah for seventeen years and
proved to be one of the strongest bul-
warks of polygamy." C. E. 8.

IlosTON, May 21.

Peace at Syraense.
To the EniTon or The Sun Sir.- - Now

fhnv TTL:. ln,.va!,uf
renroduce
8'r"cu"

, .itA...i , ... . . . ,

feelings or remorse of the battling ele
ments that have given to the Demo "

erats thunder that makes the Sulzer
storm for Republicans eeem like soft
sol :

Itlris In their little nests suree,
Ami it Is n w of hi slchl

When rhlMren of one famt'e
Kali out and flcht ami tlcht

Yours for printing contracts
Felix Filkins.

Fort Pi. sin. May 22.

To Ylews of a Mighty Victory.

st the ro!.osr.L's lAWira
Th victory that Mr Ilooteveli haj won

la a vtrtory for good ov eminent.

sr Tit coiuMt.
Oen!men of th Jtirv :

havo been more moved and touched than
I an express by what ou have done In

My behalf.
I w .mt to say that
I appreciate to the ful!et th obllj-atlo- n

lhat you men. representing every
shade of pollilral belief, have put

Me under There Is only one relurn that
I can mike, and
I assure ou that all

Ml life
1 will act In public and private affairs

In a a lhat no one of nu will
havo reason lo regret Ihe verdict ou
have ren lered

I shall behave as a decent American
citizen should.

"Ills r.trelleney."
'rnn tht tiirrtlvirntn Brr

Hecentiy form tl Invitations to a recep-
tion In liovernor Whitman at Albany were
i otirhed In these words:

"Ills Excellency ihe Governor of the
State of New York and the llejsenta of
the State of New Voik," Ac.

Tur however, objects strongly to
the us of am h a form of nddress,

It ns undemocratic and far re.
moved from the spirit of our
It suts tli.it In the (institutions of only
tw States of the t'nloii Massachusetts
and New Hampshire -- was this old Co
lotilal style preserved ns a primitive of
Hie nnxornor. antl thai In all the others
Ii was clisi anted, ns In the Constllutlon of
the t'nltrd Slates.

The llrt agrees with Tur Six th at such
lernis ns "Ills are utieulted
to this couniry and should not he used
either In addressing th President of th
t'nlteil States, the Governor of a Stale or
any other American onicial.

Wo take this occasion to return to the
subject of "His Excellency" In order 'to
siy time we huvn been Informed, on

which we are accustomed to re.
sped, that not only In Massachusetts
and New Hampshire but nlsn in Ver-
mont was this title at nne tltun the legal
ptnprrty of the Governor- Tun Si'N,
however, has not hoen able to verify
the xtatemerit ns to

The Adjective Kneniy.

To rnr. Eiiitob ok Tils. Si'N Mr-
s In error in smtlng thai the use

of "enemy" as an adjective has been In- -

iioduicd firao the beginning f tlm promt
war me worn as an adjective, nr at
least as an aurlhatlve noun, was In use
as far back ns the fourteenth century.
Shakespeare wrote "This enemy town."
Thomas Jeffersan wroie "Ilnemy good
sre law fill " J, B.

"H xiir . n Mass Slay :i.

INTERNATIONAL LAW.

4 Criticism of Certain Statements
Made by Professor Klrchney.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: In
last Hunday'e SUN Trofesnpr Klrchwey
of the Columbia Law School. In his dis-

cussion of the I,usltanln case, makes ttvs
statement that "Germany cannot at her
own Instance alter to the detriment of
others the rules of international law."
Ho then, ns If assuming thnt there were
no continuing International lnw, Inquires,
"What principles are to govern mari-
time warfare from this time on?" and
throws In the remark that "tho United
States nctlng alone can no more decide
authoritatively than can Germary "

It seems to a layman that this sort
of reasoning Is not only Illogical but
vicious, the more so Vhcn coming from
a recognized teacher of law and of re-

spect for law.
For, elnce Germany cannot of herself

alter the existing International law. It
must needs be that that law still con-

tinues supreme And surely the United
States Is not "deciding" what It shall be
in the future In appealing to It as It
ktands.

And yet, unless we are to acccpy the
violation by Germany as a valid aboli-
tion of the existing International law,
what Is the foundation for the learned
professor's demand for an "Immediate
conference" to reconstruct the law to
which all nations except Germany are
adhering without cavil?

But most astounding of all Is the pro-

fessor's dictum that all the belligerents
should "be requested" to suspend their
"violation of existing international law"
while a new code Is being constructed.
This virtually amounts to the monstrous
assumption thnt law can be Invalidated
by any determined violation of It. Does
Columbia's law school stand for any
such theory aa that?

TllciiARO Ferris,
New Tork, May 21.

and proved favorable the and
polygamy conducted such

measure for trol the condltlone determine

Mv.

Institutions.

Excellency"

Vermont.

CONCRETE'S FAILURE.

Mr. Edison Called as a Witness as to
Its Nature.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir; Mr.
Edlon has furnished his own very con-
vincing evidence In rebuttal of his claim
that concrete Is a fireproof material.
That evlder.ee appears In a pamphlet I-
llustrating the effects of the lire which
swept the Edison phonograph works at
West Orange. The pamphlet was

to architects, and doustle-- ) also
to others. In the Interest of the cement
Industry, In which Mr. Edison Is repre-
sented by the Edison Portland Cement
Compnny

in one of the photographic reproduc-
tions of thin pamphlet may be seen, very
clearly visible In the foreground, a eteel
ccsumn which had been melted sulll-c'.er.t- ly

to buckle downward In the form
of n closed tetter S. The concrete cov-
ering was broken away, exposing the
misshapen steel, and the constructions
nt that point are shown to have fallen
n foot or more with the melting down
of the column.

The damage apparent constituted a
complete local failure of the tlructure.
Had the loading of that column been
more than a very Insignificant oHe the j

destruction would have bein exter.tdve :
and had the building Itself been of any
considerable magnitude Its entire col- -
lapse certainly must have resulted.

Architects, engineers and even most
of their draughtsmen who Viuve ijsed
their novitiate arc too well acquainted
With the facts concerning the compounds
of cement to be m.led by this propa-
ganda for the misuse of the material.
Th' am nmrn nr hnrAith1v .
miliar with the numerous lire tests made,
by the building denarlments of cities.

the truth of nre resistance In a man -
ner as precise ns the Edison examlna -
tlon after a tire of unknown tempera
turcs Is haphazard and Inconclusive.
The result of these tests has been to
proe that cement composltlone are not
fireproof In any legitimate understand-
ing of the requirements. On the other
hand, similar carefully conducted tests

to be thoroughly rireproo ' and ntlrel y
n .v.i- - .. i .... .. ... ...ivimwiu iifii usi'M liruiCI .V, culler .13

structural elements or as Insulation for
structural members!. In

the Informed professional Judgment these
conclusions, having been abundantly sub-
stantiated by technical experiment, are
not regarded as debatable.

A truly fireproof material must per-
form two distinct functions: It must re-

sist Injury to itself by tho heat of sur-
rounding Inflammable substances and
protect from Injury any structural parts
It may be employed to Insulate, and In
addition It must bo able when at tho
highest temperature to remain Intact
upon being drenched suddenly with
water. This latter requirement con-
crete will not fulfil. In many instances,
as Illustrated In the Edison tire, it crum-
bles In fragments, and eo fails of either
purpose of lire resistance.

Mr. Edison makes a point of tho de-

struction of his brick buildings. That
i emit was due not to failure of brick
work but to failure of the doom , such
of the brick walls a fell were pulled'
down, not burned down. b the leverage
nf the combustible floors after the) had
burned thmugh. Had the floors of Mr.
Edison's brick buildings been constructed
with steel beams properly insulated with
trrra ciitt.i those lmtMinc uniiM lens
required after the lire nothing hut re -
finishing and refurnishing, ax was tho
cafe In the Home Life Insur nice Im'ld -
,,,, ti.-- ij uiu iwm i eei lire
of many years ago.

Concrete in many was and for many
uses Is an excelluit material. Its em-- j
plot merit Is extending greatly with each '

succeeding e.ir, and Its lmmere.n prom- -

for the future In the proper Holds of
'

Its application in all Justice hould sat- -
Isfy the demands of the most ambitious
of cement manufacturers. Iu the cir-
cumstances It - hut natural that an
effort of thise tr.idtMiicn to encroach on
the lcgltmnte domain of makers nf
other materials should be resented by
tho m inufaeturers of truly nrepronf
products; nnd tho persistent catnpa.gn
to further the use for ilr..nrootln nnr.
poses of an aggregate which in ui ef
fective manner can perform the func-
tion of Are reolstanco is nothing less
than a menace to the public mfetv

Fhmi .Mktcams,
T'i.AiNKir.iri, N .1. May 22

A lleoerteil Farmhouse.
It elands there all ibmf

Fpoii .1 hill Soft shidowe
Fa ' unnoMcot And In meadosri

lirk stiiK-- madrigals all prnvf
Against its mute, pathetic loneliness,
Hot suns have Ionic made Unless

The winds that aweep its roof
All gray wlUi lichen.
And on the prone door of its kitchen

I.lrarda bask unfearful nf reproof

For years wft time has sped
Past Its broken garden hedge,
And no footfall has left pledce

That Us 0'ers.rown pathway led
To aught that spoke of strife
Or pulse beat of a Joyous life,

No furrowed brow or youthful head
Looks with keen vision 'ynnd
To where the sunlit summer pond

Lies glistening. All Is dead.

nut could this broken shell
Of home but speak lis ruth,

(live voire unto Ihe artle truth
Of Ms pas' "be .nii'ir, ei

Of IN) sin.v nmiid ,lf ill lri-- ii I1.11 Is
I'lui'k nt the tnisli vvhi'e 'vlni: han U

Weave itlae garland I'rardn? te.l
Where youthful vanity once strove.
Unmindful of the danger, urged by love,

To tee their faces mirrored In the well.
KiM'i n Strm.Tr

FAILDRE TO SCALE

CITY PAY CRITICISED

Mitchcl Administration nets
First Whack From the

Bureau of Hpsonrph.

5300,000 DATA NOT I'sr.l)

The Mltchel administration, nttv-t- o

Immune from attack by the IIur4U ,?t

Municipal Research, gels Its llr.t nhn.-- k

from that source In a letter hi'-- Pr
Frederick A. Cleveland, director .if t.i

bureau, sent to actlns Mayor Mm--

yesterday.
His criticism Is directed at the loin

of Estimate. He sys It has re.--t

$300,000 in gathering Infora.ation )n

which to base standardization of 0,00n

city employees' salaries, but has r..
lected to do anything with tMl (nf..
nation which would make It avaiUb;
for use In preparing a proper city bul-

ge! for next year. At one time th bojn
was eager to have salaries clentirlilj
scaled so no person would be raid mors

or less than his worth, but Dr. Ove.
land says:

"City employees are rapidly raimr.i
the Impression that the adoption of the
standardization programmt Is nrs
which the Doard of EMImate has 1 st

Interest. There is an opinion prevalent
that the opposition In the board will lean
to Indefinite delay "

For five years, says Dr. Cleveland, th
board has recognized the important ft
standardizing salaries. It orjanitM i
committee In 1912 to collect Information.
Last year the Bureau of Standaidi, ot
which George L. Tlrrell Is director m
charged with the consummation of tilt
work.

Mot r.irn rrtntert.
In November last this bureau reported

to the board a teneral plan of classif-
ication and urged that the proposed ic.ncatluns be considered class by atsThis has not been done. The hjard,
asserts Dr, Cleveland, has not even ben
willing to appropriate i:,000 to hav tr
Tlrrell report printed so there could i
conferences and puhllc rilsiulons Tr
Bureau of Municipal Hesearch asked ths
board on April 9 to act promptly but as
the request has not been hetdtd Dr
Cleveland aialn addresses Mr McAneny.

Dr Cleveland js further
"Repeated requests hae been mart" '.o

the salaries and grades commute for
authority to have the s pectflcat..i-- i

printed, but without result Their fail,
ure to order the printing has a.ready
causM much valuable time to h ioi
and Judging from conferences with mem- -
uri-- s oi me committee there seems to b
no Immediate probability of the memtrs
of the committee taking the necessary
steps to make resulls available

"These results up to this time rnva
cost the city approximately 300.noo art
will br useful In reaching corclujin-- i
concerning about 180.000,000 of in- - ,ii
expenditure s, Moreover. In dlsru
In ar.d out of the Hoard of Estlir.uic
Bureau of Standards has encour te-- a

"'"' """-- t an muirct ipp.
il!?.n .f.rom. "'embers of the board

their direct reprtcntatives."

IIIiBl'al, He Sn.
A curious feature of tho situ.it or.

i,""en out by nr Cleveland Is th.r
-- r- speculations which are beii.g i!In filling vacancies have not been o-

mally approved by the Board '.

mate. He says this is lllogicil u-
nbusinesslike. He adds :

"The effect of the present lad, i'definite policy and frarkness ,,.
Part of the Board of Ksttma:,. a- - i -- .

portlonment on empIoees of the Hu-,- ti

" ii utiunu to no ile:t' , j.ing It can hardly be cxpoi -

win ne carried on with e-- t! i n
under tlv present conditions of
sltlon and uncertainty It w.:i :e.the hardest kind of work and a i.erable amount of overtime n-- . the m t
of employees of the Bure.ni of m,-'- .

ards to complete the programme d

before September 1.1 Tl 's ncjurot be pushed with t,o. re. ee.-Vigo-

if the Board nf Fn
Apportionment docs ro; do
decldlrc upon the larj-e- r que--- ..

' "'"f "o iney are currentlv ..i!,m ,

KATO EXPLAINS

JAPAN'S SECRECY

Sfl.VS fipniip V. Ipin'spit,.I

Hopo RiitrW Thnn a h

mnnd on China.

Tokio, May 22 s. pari'.i1
tlon of .lap-sn'- policy m
ma(Ip in )h n,p, ,n.lIav ,

Minister of Foreign Affairs II

Japin had fltiallv agreed to.--o

slons in the original sot
made on China for the e ike .1'

friendship with tbe Chinese ;

nnd with Great Britain and t

States
The- most Important claue

mands. group V , w as kef
'ho Japanese Government, be ex

because the stipulations exi-- e

'"r' , ,h' U"' f ' h,,p ' '
request nr a demand For " it
the Government did not th.uk
polled to publish ihe ra-u-- f

nnd did so Anally only lifni"
erroneous accntinto regard re
circulation.

"We h.ld to see." n:d 'ie "w

would say about this flf-'- i

there wns therefore -- e .

munlcatlng it. I.iier be. isp
pearance of erpino.ni. :

decided to make tho nn'tei
When asked why .tap in w s

Ixlao-cho- to I'll . !

Ister explained Uut tbe
actum In tins rspe. t wis Pe- -
on tlio destruction nf t nao '

In the Far East and the n.ii-'-

the integrity of China .lipa- -
lied ai long as im other ci-i-

lxlan-clio- and had in'om'e
it to f'hlni fr.im the outset '

the Foreiun M'cister held t1

with China will s"f
mnttiil feeling of frletnlxi p
dlahty.

The ll.et wn.s told bv rhe M

Finance. Wakatsuki. that t'
pendltiires up to the p'occ-i- t '

approximately I on.drni.oo.i vc
ftOOl Tbe siippleme- - r il Im tire'
for nnn.nnu rm t'ju.non
w'll lie used for the crratm" '
divisions nf tin, ,,rmv : , .

'on it. I 1' I i 01

bor w Tk 'P-- ,1'ot.
11. 5 nnn nnn e. ic-
1,1 000 nnn v en f.

the war for the oex n

S nnn nnn ven J.aon mm

cidentnls.


